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b 1941 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 267, 

I was unavoidably detained due to weather. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
267 on passage of the Strengthening Fishing 
Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fish-
eries Management Act (H.R. 1335), I am not 
recorded because of prior commitments in my 
Congressional District. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Stated against: 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-

day, June 1st, 2015, I was absent during roll-
call vote No. 267. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the final passage of H.R. 
1335—Strengthening Fishing Communities 
and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Manage-
ment Act. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I missed the following votes: Dingell 
Amendment. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on this bill; Lowenthal Amend-
ment. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on this bill; Democratic Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 1335. Had I been present, I 

would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on this bill; Final Pas-
sage of H.R. 1335. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on this bill. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1335, 
STRENGTHENING FISHING COM-
MUNITIES AND INCREASING 
FLEXIBILITY IN FISHERIES MAN-
AGEMENT ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Clerk 
be authorized to make technical cor-
rections in the engrossment of H.R. 
1335, to correct section numbers, punc-
tuation, and cross-references, and to 
make such other technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary 
to accurately reflect the actions of the 
House, including in section 15 (page 35, 
beginning on line 10), striking ‘‘The 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.)’’ and inserting ‘‘The Act’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2577, TRANSPORTATION, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016, AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2578, COMMERCE, JUS-
TICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–135) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 287) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2577) making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
and for other purposes, and providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2578) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL 
VISITOR CENTER FOR A CERE-
MONY TO COMMEMORATE THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
VIETNAM WAR 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on House Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
House Concurrent Resolution 48, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
STEFANIK). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 48 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

CEREMONY TO COMMEMORATE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM 
WAR. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used on July 8, 2015, for a ceremony to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Viet-
nam War. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the ceremony described in 
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1945 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2036 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that Congressman 
BROOKS from Alabama be removed as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 2036. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

GIRLS COUNT ACT OF 2015 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 802) to authorize the Secretary 
of State and the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International 
Development to provide assistance to 
support the rights of women and girls 
in developing countries, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 802 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Girls Count 
Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
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(1) According to the United States Census 

Bureau’s 2013 international figures, 1 person 
in 12, or close to 900,000,000 people, is a girl or 
young woman age 10 through 24. 

(2) The Census Bureau’s data also illus-
trates that young people are the fastest 
growing segment of the population in devel-
oping countries. 

(3) Even though most countries do have 
birth registration laws, four out of ten ba-
bies born in 2012 were not registered world-
wide. Moreover, an estimated 36 percent of 
children under the age of five worldwide 
(about 230,000,000 children) do not possess a 
birth certificate. 

(4) A nationally recognized proof of birth 
system is important to determining a child’s 
citizenship, nationality, place of birth, par-
entage, and age. Without such a system, a 
passport, driver’s license, or other identifica-
tion card is difficult to obtain. The lack of 
such documentation can prevent girls and 
women from officially participating in and 
benefitting from the formal economic, legal, 
and political sectors in their countries. 

(5) The lack of birth registration among 
girls worldwide is particularly concerning as 
it can exacerbate the disproportionate vul-
nerability of women to trafficking, child 
marriage, and lack of access to health and 
education services. 

(6) A lack of birth registration among 
women and girls can also aggravate what, in 
many places, amounts to an already reduced 
ability to seek employment, participate in 
civil society, or purchase or inherit land and 
other assets. 

(7) Girls undertake much of the domestic 
labor needed for poor families to survive: 
carrying water, harvesting crops, tending 
livestock, caring for younger children, and 
doing chores. 

(8) Accurate assessments of access to edu-
cation, poverty levels, and overall census ac-
tivities are hampered by the lack of official 
information on women and girls. Without 
this rudimentary information, assessments 
of foreign assistance and domestic social 
welfare programs are difficult to gauge. 

(9) To help ensure that women and girls are 
considered in United States foreign assist-
ance policies and programs, that their needs 
are addressed in the design, implementation, 
and evaluation of foreign assistance pro-
grams, and that women and girls have the 
opportunity to succeed, it is important that 
girls be counted and have access to birth cer-
tificates and other official documentation. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to— 
(1) encourage countries to support the rule 

of law and ensure girls and boys of all ages 
are able to fully participate in society, in-
cluding by providing birth certifications and 
other official documentation; 

(2) enhance training and capacity-building 
in key developing countries, local non-
governmental organizations, and other civil 
society organizations, including faith-based 
organizations and organizations representing 
children and families in the design, imple-
mentation, and monitoring of programs 
under this Act, to effectively address the 
needs of birth registries in countries where 
girls are systematically undercounted; and 

(3) incorporate into the design, implemen-
tation, and evaluation of policies and pro-
grams measures to evaluate the impact that 
such policies and programs have on girls. 
SEC. 4. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO SUP-

PORT COUNTING OF GIRLS IN THE 
DEVELOPING WORLD. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary and the 
Administrator are authorized to prioritize 
and advance ongoing efforts to— 

(1) support programs that will contribute 
to improved and sustainable Civil Registra-

tion and Vital Statistics Systems (CRVS) 
with a focus on birth registration; 

(2) support programs that build the capac-
ity of developing countries’ national and 
local legal and policy frameworks to prevent 
discrimination against girls in gaining ac-
cess to birth certificates, particularly where 
this may help prevent exploitation, violence, 
and other abuse; and 

(3) support programs and key ministries, 
including, interior, youth, and education 
ministries, to help increase property rights, 
social security, home ownership, land tenure 
security, inheritance rights, access to edu-
cation, and economic and entrepreneurial 
opportunities, particularly for women and 
girls. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH MULTILATERAL OR-
GANIZATIONS.—The Secretary and the Admin-
istrator are authorized to coordinate with 
the World Bank, relevant United Nations 
agencies and programs, and other relevant 
organizations to encourage and work with 
countries to enact, implement, and enforce 
laws that specifically collect data on girls 
and establish registration programs to en-
sure girls are appropriately counted and 
have the opportunity to be active partici-
pants in the social, legal, and political sec-
tors of society in their countries. 

(c) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS.—The Sec-
retary and the Administrator are authorized 
to work with the United States, inter-
national, and local private sector and civil 
society organizations to advocate for the 
registration and documentation of all girls 
and boys in developing countries, in order to 
help prevent exploitation, violence, and 
other abuses and to help provide economic 
and social opportunities. 
SEC. 5. REPORT. 

The Secretary and the Administrator shall 
include in relevant evaluations and reports 
to Congress the following information: 

(1) To the extent practicable, a breakdown 
of United States foreign assistance bene-
ficiaries by age, gender, marital status, loca-
tion, and school enrollment status. 

(2) A description, as appropriate, of how 
United States foreign assistance benefits 
girls. 

(3) Specific information, as appropriate, on 
programs that address the particular needs 
of girls. 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment. 

(2) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘‘for-
eign assistance’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 634(b) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394(b)). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of State. 
SEC. 7. SUNSET. 

This Act shall expire on the date that is 
five years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) and the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ENGEL) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of S. 802, the 
Girls Count Act of 2015. It is identical 
to H.R. 2100, the House version of the 
bill, which my staff has worked on for 
3 years now. 

I want to thank Senator MARCO 
RUBIO and his staff for moving this bill 
through the Senate so we can soon get 
this important piece of legislation to 
the President’s desk. 

Madam Speaker, the Girls Count Act 
of 2015 is an important measure be-
cause what many people don’t realize is 
that approximately 51 million children 
around the world are not registered at 
their births. That is one-third of all 
children under the age of 5 worldwide. 

What does this mean? It means that 
these children lack a birth certificate, 
preventing them, oftentimes, from hav-
ing access to fundamental rights which 
we here in the United States take for 
granted. It means they have no proof of 
their ages, parentage, or even of their 
citizenship. They are essentially non-
people, oftentimes, in the eyes of the 
law. 

For girls in particular, the lack of a 
birth registration certificate increases 
their vulnerability to trafficking and 
exploitation. These girls grow up fac-
ing high barriers to work, education, 
and political participation. Tragically, 
too often, these girls are treated in 
their own countries as if they really 
don’t exist, as if they really don’t 
count at all. 

All of this is happening in places 
where we need women and girls to ac-
tively shape their countries’ futures 
because, indeed, women serve as the 
backbone of stable, healthy societies 
all around the world. They are bread-
winners and caregivers and peace-
makers and the educators of the next 
generation. 

For these reasons, I introduced and 
authored the Girls Count Act to direct 
the Department of State and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
to support efforts aimed at improving 
birth registry-birth certificate pro-
grams in developing countries and oth-
ers. 

This step, which actually seems quite 
simple, will ensure that every child 
gets access to voting rights, land ten-
ure rights, health services, and an edu-
cation. Critically, Girls Count author-
izes the State Department and USAID 
to support programs to protect girls’ 
legal rights, particularly economic and 
property rights, and to build legal and 
policy frameworks to prevent discrimi-
nation against women and girls. 

Your support of the Girls Count Act 
of 2015—those who have supported this 
legislation—will not only help to pre-
vent human and sex trafficking in de-
veloping countries by aiding in identi-
fying displaced persons and inter-
national adoption cases, but it will 
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give girls and women around the world 
access to the fundamental rights that 
they so rightly deserve. 

I want to thank Congresswoman 
MCCOLLUM and Congressmen SMITH and 
SHERMAN for their support in intro-
ducing this legislation in the House, as 
well as to thank the 44 other bipartisan 
Members—this is a Republican and a 
Democratic bill—who have given their 
support. 

I also want to thank my colleagues 
in the Senate, especially Senator 
MARCO RUBIO, for backing this legisla-
tion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of S. 802, the 

Girls Count Act of 2015. 
I want to thank Representatives 

CHABOT and MCCOLLUM for introducing 
the House companion to this bill. 

Madam Speaker, around the world, 
over a third of children under the age 
of 5 have no registration of their 
births. Most of these children are girls. 

I remember my grandmother—my 
mother’s mother—who came to this 
country before World War I from East-
ern Europe. She didn’t have a certifi-
cate and didn’t really know for sure 
what year she was born or what time 
she was born. 

She knew it was December—she 
thought it was December—but she 
didn’t have it, I remember. Here we are 
now, many, many years later, and we 
have the same problem in many areas 
around the world. 

Not existing on paper can shatter a 
person’s life. With official documenta-
tion comes certain protections, and 
without those protections a person be-
comes an easy target for child labor, 
human trafficking, and child marriage. 
Down the line, many of these children 
will be unable to inherit land or 
money, to start a business, or even to 
open a bank account. 

This sort of marginalization often 
hits women the hardest. Unregistered 
women are more likely to be confined 
to their homes and to be invisible to 
the outside world. They enjoy only lim-
ited choices and opportunities, and 
their marginalization drags down the 
prosperity of their communities. 

Birth registration has most recently 
become an acute problem in Syria. The 
ongoing civil war has caused countless 
internally displaced and refugee chil-
dren to go unregistered. As a result, 
these children face a high risk of enter-
ing into early or illegal marriages, of 
being sex trafficked, of being forced 
into child labor, or of being recruited 
by terrorist groups. 

S. 802 will ramp up efforts to get 
more children registered around the 
world. It authorizes the State Depart-
ment and USAID to work with local 
governments to ensure equal access to 
registration programs. It uses existing 
funding to more effectively address 
this increasingly serious problem. 

This bill would complement the work 
of organizations around the world en-

gaged in the important work of pro-
tecting vulnerable children, and it 
would put pressure on other govern-
ments to act. 

While improving birth registration 
systems helps the most vulnerable pop-
ulations, it has positive ripple effects 
across a society. Governments with 
better records can provide better serv-
ices, tailor more effective policies, and 
bring more people into full participa-
tion in their economies. This basic 
practice can help make entire coun-
tries stronger. 

Getting children registered at birth 
helps get them off to a good start, and 
this bill will help make that happen. 
Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to support this important legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, it is 

now my great pleasure to yield 2 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM), one of the co-
authors of this bill and someone who 
has worked endlessly to make sure this 
bill passes. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to support the Girls Count 
Act. 

I want to thank Mr. CHABOT and his 
staff for working alongside my office 
on this important bill. I want to thank 
Mr. ROYCE and, of course, Mr. ENGEL 
for their support in moving this bill 
forward. 

Madam Speaker, we can all agree 
that every child deserves to have his 
birth, name, and identity recognized by 
his government. Every child deserves 
access to an education and to health 
services. Without a recognized iden-
tity, that is just not possible. Unfortu-
nately, UNICEF estimates that 230 mil-
lion children under the age of 5—and 
that is mostly girls—do not have birth 
certificates. 

Without this piece of paper, they are 
effectively invisible to their govern-
ments, invisible to the world. These in-
visible girls are likely not to be able to 
attend school or to access the needed 
health services. It would be difficult, if 
not impossible, for a girl to inherit, to 
vote, or to simply be a full and active 
member of her community. 

This girl would be at high risk of 
being confined to her home, of being 
forced into early marriage, or of being 
sold into human trafficking. Without a 
birth certificate, she will likely face a 
bleak future. None of us would want 
this for her. 

The Girls Count Act is exactly what 
the title says; it helps ensure that all 
girls and boys are counted by their 
governments. The bill helps support 
the efforts of the Secretary of State 
and the Administrator of USAID to 
work with international organizations 
and NGOs to improve birth registration 
for all children. Every child deserves to 
have his birth recognized, and it de-
serves to be recognized by his govern-
ment. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time and my 
right to close. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Once again, let me say that getting 
children registered at birth helps get 
them off to a good start. This bill en-
courages governments to enact laws 
and policies that give all children, in-
cluding girls, a chance at being full 
participants in society. I strongly sup-
port this bill, and I urge my colleagues 
to do so as well. 

I want to again compliment Ms. 
MCCOLLUM and Mr. CHABOT for their 
hard work on this very important piece 
of legislation. This should be a unani-
mous ‘‘yes.’’ I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I would like to thank Congress-
woman MCCOLLUM and also the ranking 
member, Mr. ENGEL, for their leader-
ship on this issue. Both of them have 
been very important parts of seeing 
this through the House. It went 
through the other body recently as 
well, so it is working its way to the 
President’s desk, and we are very en-
couraged by that. 

Madam Speaker, many of us are 
deeply concerned by the appalling acts 
of injustice that are committed against 
women and girls around the world on a 
daily basis. The headlines are, often-
times, hard to believe—acid attacks in 
Iran, death at the hands of a savage 
mob in Afghanistan, the kidnapping of 
schoolgirls in Nigeria—yet the dis-
enfranchisement of women and girls 
around the world is not just an human-
itarian issue; it is a development issue, 
and it is a security issue as well. 

How can a nation thrive when half of 
its citizens are oftentimes denied their 
most basic human rights? The Girls 
Count Act—this act, the one that we 
are talking about this evening—recog-
nizes the suffering and aims to em-
power those who have been cast into 
the shadows of their societies. 

Birth registration is one of the first 
steps in the fight to preserve an indi-
vidual’s basic rights under the law in 
that particular country. It is also a 
critical means to ensuring the full par-
ticipation of women and girls in their 
communities. Whether it is voting or 
owning property or employment or 
health care or a whole range of things. 
Let’s help girls count. 

Again, I want to thank the House for 
supporting the passage of this measure. 
This will be the second year now—2 
years in a row—that this House, I be-
lieve, will support it, and I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. Madam Speaker, as we 

pass the bipartisan Girls Count Act of 2015, 
I’d like to emphasize the importance of ad-
vancing women’s rights around the world. In 
2015, it is completely unacceptable that 
women still do not posses the same rights as 
men. 
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My grandmother raised her family and put 

food on the table to ensure that her children 
and grandchildren received the education and 
care they deserved. I am incredibly proud of 
my grandmother and all women like her who 
are the rocks of their families. I am fighting for 
women’s rights because it is each generation’s 
obligation’s to ensure that the next generation 
is better off than the previous. I fight for my 
daughter and granddaughter, who I hope will 
one day live in a world where there is true 
gender equality. 

In a time where women should be equal to 
men, there are unspeakable atrocities being 
committed all over the world. For example, 
Boko Haram kidnapped over 300 school girls, 
drawing the ire of global activists. By passing 
this legislation, we will become leaders in the 
worldwide fight against misogyny. This bill re-
quires countries around the world to develop 
civil registration and statistical programs to 
better trace women’s information. In addition, 
it prevents governments from discriminating 
against women, while creating a policy frame-
work to improve access to economic and 
property ownership. I sincerely hope that gov-
ernments draft strong legislation that changes 
the current policy. 

I am grateful that our chamber has taken 
this important step to ensure that countries 
around the world recognize the need to im-
prove women’s access to basic rights. I want 
to thank my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle for supporting women’s rights. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to begin by thanking my good 
friend and colleague Congressman STEVE 
CHABOT for his leadership and hard work in 
shepherding the Girls Count Act as it makes 
its way to the President’s desk. It is important 
legislation that will make an impact in the lives 
of so many girls and young women around the 
world. 

Like last year, I am an original co-sponsor 
of the House version of the Girls Count Act, 
and I think that the version introduced in both 
Houses this Congress is even better than the 
one that the House passed last year, as it ex-
plicitly recognizes the great work that so many 
faith-based organizations do around the globe. 

There is a need for the legislation, because 
in too many parts of the world, girls are dis-
criminated against simply for being a girl. In-
deed, this disregard for the value of the girl 
child often begins in the womb, in countries 
such as India and China, where we see the 
horrific practice of sex-selective abortion. This 
cruel practice in turn has led to a gender im-
balance which has fed other crimes against 
women, such as sex trafficking, bride selling 
and prostitution. 

I chaired a hearing two years ago on the 
problem of ‘‘India’s Missing Girls,’’ which ad-
dressed the problem of violence against the 
girl child in India. Sex-selective abortion and 
female infanticide have led to lopsided sex ra-
tios: in parts of India, for example, 126 boys 
are born for every 100 girls. Perhaps the best 
figures we have concerning the magnitude of 
the problem come from India’s 2011 census 
figures, which find that there are approxi-
mately 37 million more men than women in 
India. 

In China, too, we see the brutal effects of a 
one-child policy that causes baby girls to be 
killed before birth; where only one child per 
couple is permitted in a society that has a tra-
ditional preference for sons, the predictable re-

sult is that a disproportionate number of girls 
will be killed in the womb. 

As Mara Hvistendahl recounted in a book I 
recommend to all of my colleagues, Unnatural 
Selection: Choosing Boys Over Girls, and the 
Consequences of a World Full of Men, in Asia 
alone, there are 160 million missing girls, 
roughly the same amount of women and girls 
as there are in the United States. The result 
of this sex-imbalance is a world where there is 
greater political instability, with violence inside 
the womb begetting violence outside as well. 

Today’s legislation, which seeks to have 
every girl counted and registered, marks a 
small but important step toward a world where 
every child, boy or girl, is equally valued and 
cherished for her or his inherent, God-given 
dignity from the moment of conception. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 802. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROTECT AND PRESERVE INTER-
NATIONAL CULTURAL PROPERTY 
ACT 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1493) to protect and preserve 
international cultural property at risk 
due to political instability, armed con-
flict, or natural or other disasters, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1493 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protect and 
Preserve International Cultural Property 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, the Committee on Ways and 
Means, the Committee on Armed Services, 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, the Committee on Fi-
nance, the Committee on Armed Services, 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate. 

(2) CULTURAL PROPERTY.—The term ‘‘cul-
tural property’’ includes property covered 
under— 

(A) the Hague Convention for the Protec-
tion of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict, concluded at The Hague on 
May 14, 1954 (Treaty Doc. 106–1(A)); 

(B) Article 1 of the Convention Concerning 
the Protection of the World’s Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO on 
November 23, 1972 (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘1972 Convention’’); or 

(C) Article 1 of the Convention on the 
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Il-
licit Import, Export, and Transfer of Owner-
ship of Cultural Property, adopted by 
UNESCO on November 14, 1970 (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘1970 UNESCO Convention’’). 

SEC. 3. FINDINGS AND STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Over the years, international cultural 
property has been looted, trafficked, lost, 
damaged, or destroyed due to political insta-
bility, armed conflict, natural disasters, and 
other threats. 

(2) During China’s Cultural Revolution, 
many antiques were destroyed, including a 
large portion of old Beijing, and Chinese au-
thorities are now attempting to rebuild por-
tions of China’s lost architectural heritage. 

(3) In 1975, the Khmer Rouge, after seizing 
power in Cambodia, systematically de-
stroyed mosques and nearly every Catholic 
church in the country, along with many Bud-
dhist temples, statues, and Buddhist lit-
erature. 

(4) In 2001, the Taliban destroyed the 
Bamiyan Buddhas, ancient statues carved 
into a cliffside in central Afghanistan, lead-
ing to worldwide condemnation. 

(5) After the fall of Saddam Hussein, 
thieves looted the Iraq Museum in Baghdad, 
resulting in the loss of approximately 15,000 
items, including ancient amulets, sculptures, 
ivories, and cylinder seals. Many of these 
items remain unrecovered. 

(6) The 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and 
tsunami not only affected 11 countries, caus-
ing massive loss of life, but also damaged or 
destroyed libraries, archives, and World Her-
itage Sites such as the Mahabalipuram in 
India, the Sun Temple of Koranak on the 
Bay of Bengal, and the Old Town of Galle 
and its fortifications in Sri Lanka. 

(7) In Haiti, the 2010 earthquake destroyed 
art, artifacts, and archives, and partially de-
stroyed the 17th century Haitian city of 
Jacmel. 

(8) In Mali, the Al-Qaeda affiliated ter-
rorist group Ansar Dine destroyed tombs and 
shrines in the ancient city of Timbuktu—a 
major center for trade, scholarship, and 
Islam in the 15th and 16th centuries—and 
threatened collections of ancient manu-
scripts. 

(9) In Egypt, recent political instability 
has led to the ransacking of museums, re-
sulting in the destruction of countless an-
cient artifacts that will forever leave gaps in 
humanity’s record of the ancient Egyptian 
civilization. 

(10) In Syria, the ongoing civil war has re-
sulted in the shelling of medieval cities, 
damage to five World Heritage Sites, and the 
looting of museums containing artifacts that 
date back more than six millennia and in-
clude some of the earliest examples of writ-
ing. 

(11) In Iraq and Syria, the militant group 
ISIL has destroyed numerous cultural sites 
and artifacts, such as the Tomb of Jonah in 
July 2014, in an effort to eradicate ethnic and 
religious minorities from contested terri-
tories. Concurrently, cultural antiquities 
that escape demolition are looted and traf-
ficked to help fund ISIL’s militant oper-
ations. 

(12) On February 12, 2015, the United Na-
tions Security Council unanimously adopted 
resolution 2199 (2015), which ‘‘[r]eaffirms its 
decision in paragraph 7 of resolution 1483 
(2003) and decides that all Member States 
shall take appropriate steps to prevent the 
trade in Iraqi and Syrian cultural property 
and other items of archaeological, historical, 
cultural, rare scientific, and religious impor-
tance illegally removed from Iraq since 6 Au-
gust 1990 and from Syria since 15 March 2011, 
including by prohibiting cross-border trade 
in such items, thereby allowing for their 
eventual safe return to the Iraqi and Syrian 
people.’’. 

(13) United Nations Security Council reso-
lution 2199 (2015) also warns that ISIL and 
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